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A Rough Start
JV attains success
As the clock ticked down to
the final seconds of the
quarter, Clearwater
gained possession of the ball and
dribbled down the court to the
opponent's basket. With only
three seconds left in the game,
the score tied, the player decided
to take a chance. From midcourt,
the forward threw a hail-Mary
shot. As the ball sailed through
the air, the buzzer sounded.
Swish! The JV basketball team
scored and won, thus adding an-
other victory to their record.
First year Boys JV Basketball
coach Rod Snyder said, "The
team experienced a few let-
downs, but overall they pulled to-
gether and worked well as a
team. Our record shows that."
At the start of the season, the
team suffered a temporary set-
back. Jared Bradham, a fresh-
man starter, had filed for a hard-
ship. To play any school sport at
Clearwater, a student must live
within the school zone. Since
Bradham's mother did not live in-
side the zone, he moved in to live
with his aunt who did. Then
Bradham had to file for a hard-
ship to tell of his change of ad-
dress. Officials were still working
on the paperwork when the sea-
son started, so Bradham was
technically an ineligible player
and couldn't participate in any of
the games. Unknowingly, the
team continued playing and win-
ning. In the end though, they
were forced to forfeit their first
three games, their first three
wins.
"In a way, I felt like it was my
fault. But, it really didn't matter.
The team knew what our record
really was and how we really
played," said Bradham.
Practices were held every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
after school for usually one and a
half to two hours each day. Be-
cause of the different teams using
the gym, they had to cut down on
the amount of time.
"We have to give up our time
and devote it to the team. Get-
ting the recognition that we do
makes up for it," said sophomore
guard, Jerald Pearson.
The team's strong points in-
cluded good rebounding, phys-
ically big and having good
guards.
"Since Coach Coffin and I
work well together, it's easier for
me to help prepare the players
for when they try out for the var-
sity team. I think in the long run
both the players and the school
will benefit from the players ex-
perience on the JV," said Sny-
der. ?
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